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Lincoln's death, like his life, was an event of epic proportions. When the president was struck down
at his moment of triumph, writes Merrill Peterson, "sorrow--indescribable sorrow" swept the nation.
After lying in state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special funeral train to
Springfield, Illinois, stopping in major cities along the way; perhaps a million people viewed the
remains as memorial orations rang out and the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the
apotheosis of the martyred President--the beginning of the transformation of a man into a mythic
hero. In Lincoln in American Memory, historian Merrill Peterson provides a fascinating history of
Lincoln's place in the American imagination from the hour of his death to the present. In tracing
the changing image of Lincoln through time, this wide-ranging account offers insight into the
evolution and struggles of American politics and society--and into the character of Lincoln himself.
Westerners, Easterners, even Southerners were caught up in the idealization of the late President,
reshaping his memory and laying claim to his mantle, as his widow, son, memorial builders, and
memorabilia collectors fought over his visible legacy. Peterson also looks at the complex responses
of blacks to the memory of Lincoln, as they moved from exultation at the end of slavery to the
harsh reality of free life amid deep poverty and segregation; at more than one memorial event for
the great emancipator, the author notes, blacks were excluded. He makes an engaging
examination of the flood of reminiscences and biographies, from Lincoln's old law partner William
H. Herndon to Carl Sandburg and beyond. Serious historians were late in coming to the topic; for
decades the myth-makers sought to shape the image of the hero President to suit their own
agendas. He was made a voice of prohibition, a saloon-keeper, an infidel, a devout Christian, the
first Bull Moose Progressive, a military blunderer and (after the First World War) a military genius,
a white supremacist (according to D.W. Griffith and other Southern admirers), and a touchstone
for the civil rights movement. Through it all, Peterson traces five principal images of Lincoln: the
savior of the Union, the great emancipator, man of the people, first American, and self-made man.
In identifying these archtypes, he tells us much not only of Lincoln but of our own identity as a
people. More than thirty years ago, Peterson won the prestigious Bancroft Prize for The Jefferson
Image in the American Mind. The New York Times Book Review hailed it as "an engrossing story of
the uses and abuses of a great legend," saying that Peterson's writing is often "brilliant." This
absorbing book follows in the footsteps of that landmark work, leading us on a revealing tour
through our changing image of our greatest president--and our changing image of ourselves.
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Lincoln Revisited New Insights from the Lincoln Forum, John Y. Simon, Harold Holzer, Dawn
Vogel, Aug 25, 2009, History, 384 pages. In February 2009, America celebrates the bicentennial
of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, and the pace of new Lincoln books and articles has already
quickened. From his cabinet's.

Lincoln's Christianity , Michael Burkhimer, Oct 31, 2007, Biography & Autobiography, 206 pages.
Depicts the role of religion in Abraham Lincoln's presidency, particularly the role of extreme losses
in his life and how the use of religious texts in his speeches and debates.
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Twinfare Make Your Next Gathering Twice As Nice!, Connie Loux-murray, Chris Loux-henning, Jul
1, 2008, Cooking, 470 pages. Ever feel like making some of those favorite family recipes from
childhood? Would you like to prepare and host family gatherings that will create fond and lasting
memories butMaturity and Modernity Nietzsche, Weber, Foucault, and the Ambivalence of Reason,
David Owen, 1994, Philosophy, 253 pages. Maturity and Modernityexamines Nietzsche, Weber and
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Ambrose, May 11, 2010, Health & Fitness, 256 pages. So you probably won't be attending your
own movie premiere or collecting a Grammy Award this year. That doesn't mean you can't look like
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